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by instructed Mussulman subjects, protected or
punished by equitable regulations, the administra-
tion will become honourable. Until then all other
attempts at improvement will be useless, and will
feel the effects of the corrupt head of the Greek
proverb.

It will not require a long time for these popula-
tions to arrive at the required degree of maturity,
for they are intelligent, and form themselves and
learn very readily. Reforms in this direction have
already begun in Egypt, where the education of the
masses is more advanced, and begins to produce
good results. The great leprosy which gnaws "at
the Empire has always been seated in the ignorance
of the people, for whom reading and writing were
formerly unusual talents. No newspapers, few
books, no literature to instruct and raise the nation
to a sense of its own dignity. History was a sealed
book, and when war brought misery and. humilia-
tion upon the country, the people hardly troubled
itself to ascertain the causes. In its eyes the all-
powerful Sultans represented science, and fatality
explained the rest. As in the last century, Voltaire
and his disciples were infallibly quoted as the source
of all ills, so the influence of Christendom was for
them the universal cause, to the account of which
taxes and requisitions were set down. Tlience that